
VCE Media 

Unit 3, Outcome 1 

Narrative SAC Revision Sheet

The two texts we studied this term were -

V for Vendetta (2005 Dir. James McTeigue)

Slumdog Millionaire (2008 Dir. Danny Boyle)
You need to know character names to answer questions
Production Elements

What are the production elements and can you describe and analyse scenes from both films that show all these elements?

Camera

Acting

Mise en scene & Visual Composition 

Editing

Lighting

Sound

Know your technical terms for the production elements i.e. low key lighting, diegetic sound,  long shot, high angle shot etc. 

Go through the PowerPoint presentation (on Student Resources and emailed) on the elements and the section in your textbook. 

Story Elements 

What are the story elements and can you describe and analyse scenes from both films that show all these elements?

Cause & effect



Opening, development and Closure


Character




Point of View

Structuring of Time

Setting

Storylines

Again, go over the PowerPoint and the appropriate pages in the text book to refresh your memory. Also, how do story element combine with production elements 

Reception Context 

What is reception context? What factors can effect an audience’s ‘reception’ of a text? What specifically would be affected if (for example) you viewed Slumdog Millionaire on a small screen on a plane?

Genre

What genre are the two films we studied?

V for Vendetta – Political Thriller

Slumdog Millionaire - more difficult to confine to one specific drama, but could be argued that it is a hybrid – ‘Masala’ - a term given to films of Indian cinema that mix various genres in one film -  Named after the masala, a term used to describe a mixture of spices in South Asian cuisine.
What would an audience expect to see in these genres? How are the element used in these different genres? example - a political thriller’s main setting would involve government structure in the capital  “halls of power”. An audience would expect to see government officials, abuse of power, people trying to uncover the truth, people battling oppressive government rules etc
For both films describe what 1 production element and 1 story element have been used that an audience would expect from this genre.
Themes, Issues and/or Motifs

What are some of the themes/issues explored in the films? (example - our destinies are predetermined - Slumdog). What motifs do you see in the films? (money and mirrors in Slumdog, roses in V for Vendetta) Where do you see them and what effect do they have on the audience?

Audience engagement – pick a scene from each text. What production and story elements have been used to engage the audience. 
Comparing the texts

Practice comparing the use of production and story elements in the films. Example - how is sound used in the opening sequence of both films? What are the main differences and are there any similarities?

Answering the questions

Look at the PowerPoint (on Student Resources and emailed to you) and try (when possible) to use the following structure when answering questions - 

· Name the element

· Describe how it’s been used

· Explain why it’s been used

· Describe the effect on the audience (in relation to what the question is asking)

Try and answer as many exam questions as possible and look at some example answers (the VCE Media section of the VCAA website has old exams and their reports that contain examples of answers - http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/studies/media/exams.html)

Look at www.vcemedia.weebly.com and www.lessonbucket.com as part of your revision – you will find revision material on these websites. 

Before the SAC (and exam at the end of the year), re watch the films and pick out scenes that you will use to discuss the various elements. 


